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PH Resource List for “From Environmental Commissioner to Toronto City 
Councillor: Perspectives on the Climate Emergency with Dianne Saxe”, July 27, 
2023 
 

A. Background on Dianne Saxe 
1. Dianne Saxe Biographical Information: https://saxefacts.com/dianne-saxe-ph-d-in-law/ 
2. Wikipedia on Saxe: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dianne_Saxe 
3. Saxe Facts Website: https://saxefacts.com  
4. Environment Commissioner of Ontario Reports issued during Dianne Saxe’s term: 

https://saxefacts.com/the-reports/  
5. Saxe Facts Podcast: https://saxefacts.com/green-economy-heroes-podcast/ 
6. Dianne Saxe Blog: https://saxefacts.com/blog/  
7. Green Party Announcement of Appointment of Dianne Saxe as Deputy Leader, November 16, 2020: 

https://gpo.ca/2020/11/16/dianne-saxe-named-deputy-leader-of-the-green-party-of-ontario/  
8. “Roadmap to New Zero: The Ontario Green’s Climate Plan: 

https://files.ontariogreens.ca/platform/gpo-climate-plan-en-web.pdf  
9. “Why I’m Running for the Greens in University-Rosedale”: https://saxefacts.com/why-i-am-running-

for-the-greens-in-university-rosedale/  
10. Councillor Saxe’s Toronto Municipal Council Webpage: https://www.toronto.ca/city-

government/council/members-of-council/councillor-ward-11/ 
 

B. Information on TransFormTO   
11. TransformTO Reports & Resources: https://www.toronto.ca/services-payments/water-

environment/environmentally-friendly-city-initiatives/transformto/transformto-reports-resources/  
12. TransFormTO 2022 Annual Report: 

https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2023/ie/bgrd/backgroundfile-235849.pdf  
 

C. Media Coverage on Ford’s Environmental Record 
13. “Environmental Commissioner Blasts Ford’s PCs for Gutting Climate Change Policies”: 

https://globalnews.ca/news/4484975/ford-government-environmental-commissioner-climate- 
change/ 

14. “Ontario Environment Watchdogs say Doug Ford Just Gutted a Law That Protects Your Rights”: 
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2019/01/04/news/ontario-environment-watchdogs-say-doug-
ford-just-gutted-law-protects-your-rights   

15. “Scrapping Environmental Watchdog is Like Shooting the Messenger”: 
https://theconversation.com/scrapping-environmental-watchdog-is-like-shooting-the-messenger-
107345  

16. The Legislative Act used to fire Dianne Saxe: Bill 57, “The Restoring Trust, Transparency and 
Accountability Act of 2019”: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/s18017“Ford Government’s 
Climate Change Not Based on ‘Sound Evidence’, Auditor General Says: 
https://www.thestar.com/politics/provincial/2019/12/03/ford-governments-climate-change-plan-is-
not-based-on-sound-evidence-auditor-general-says.html  

17. “Doug Ford Government One of the Most “Anti-Environmental” in Generations, Says Green Party 
Leader”: https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/doug-ford-climate-change-environment-plan-
1.5104740  
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18. Doug Ford’s Bill 197 sends environmental oversight back to the 70s: 
https://ecojustice.ca/pressrelease/bill-197-sending-ontario-back-to-70s/    

19. The Ford Fallout: “I’m dreading the day my grandchildren look at me and ask, ‘Why did you let this 
happen to us?’: https://torontolife.com/city/the-ford-fallout-environmental-cuts/  

20. “Auditor general issues scathing rebuke of Ford government’s environmental policies”, National 
Observer, November 18th 2020: https://www.nationalobserver.com/2020/11/17/news/auditor-
general-rebuke-ford-government-environmental-policies  

21. “Ford government risks missing climate change targets, Ontario auditor general says”, CBC, 
November 18, 2020: https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/auditor-general-environment-report-
1.5806158 

 

D. Critical Reviews of Ford’s Climate Record 
22. “Ignoring is Denying: The Ontario 2020 Budget and the Climate Emergency”, David Robertson for 

Seniors For Climate Action Now (SCAN), The Bullet, November 25, 2020: 
https://socialistproject.ca/2020/11/ignoring-is-denying-the-ontario-2020-budget-and-climate-
emergency/#more 

23. “Ford Unfastens the Greenbelt” by Bob Wood, Seniors for Climate Action Now (SCAN!) blog, January 
27, 2023: https://seniorsforclimateactionnow.org/ford-unfastens-the-greenbelt-by-bob-wood/ 

24. “Small Modular Reactors: Electricity Too Expensive to Use” by David Robertson, Seniors for Climate 
Action Now (SCAN!) blog, February 3, 2023: https://seniorsforclimateactionnow.org/small-modular-
reactors-electricity-too-expensive-to-use-by-david-robertson/  

25. “Fossils, Fission, and More Confusion: Ontario’s Energy Future” by David Robertson, Seniors for 
Climate Action Now (SCAN!) blog, February 18, 2023: https://seniorsforclimateactionnow.org/fossils-
fission-and-more-confusion-ontarios-energy-future-by-david-robertson/ 

26. “While Fires Rage, Premier Ford Announces Program to Burn More Wood” by David Robertson, 
Seniors for Climate Action Now (SCAN!) blog, June 7, 2023: 
https://seniorsforclimateactionnow.org/while-fires-rage-premier-ford-announces-program-to-burn-
more-wood-by-david-robertson/  

27. “Ford’s Ontario Out of Step with Canada’s Energy Future” by David Robertson, Seniors for Climate 
Action Now (SCAN!) blog, July 5, 2023: https://seniorsforclimateactionnow.org/the-scan-blog-2/  
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