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Overview 
• The Love Your Lake 

Shoreline Project 

– Why 

– Funding 

– Original Goals 

– Actual achievements  

– The key metric  

– Results  

– What they mean 
• Natural vs Natural + 

Regenerative  

– What do we do next  

 

 

• Lake Health & Shorelines  

– What is required  
– Retain existing Natural areas  

– Renaturalization  

» Numbers  

» $  

– Obstacles 

– C.H.A. steps & plans to 
address obstacles  

– What Can County & 
Municipalities do      

 

 



 
 
 

Why - Natural Shorelines 
 
  
 

• Direct relationship to 
lake health  

• 80-90% of all lake life 

• Minimum = 75% lake 
back 30 metres 

• Habitat 

– Benthics Fish, Frogs, 
butterflies  

• Filtering Phosphorous 
& other Pollutants 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Bottom Line 

• Water Quality In Any Lake Below The 75% 

Minimum  Is Headed Down 

• Climate Change Is Changing The Rules In Ways 

We Don’t Fully Understand Yet  

• How Long Will 75% Be Good Enough?? 

 



Funding 
 • $300,000.+ into 

County  

• Lake Associations 

– Mailings 

– Boats and Gas 

– Accommodations 

– $2.50 per 
property  

– Approx. 80 
volunteers per 
year  
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Goals 

• Know where our   
Lakes stands vs 
75% 

• Tips for 
individual 
property owners  

• Motivate and 
inform change  

• Action  



Data Collected & In Reports  

• % of each of 4 
classifications 

• Set Backs 

• Shoreline development 
(10%) – structures, 
docks and walls  

• Structures # & type 

•  Docks & type 



Data Collected & In Reports  cont.  

• Retaining walls  

• Erosion & type 

• Aquatic Cover 

• Aquatic Substrate  

• Invasive species 

• Slope  

 



Original Goals & Actual Achievements  

Goals 

• Properties – 8,800 

• Lakes – 45 

• Renaturalization Demo 
properties – 4  

Achievements 

• Actual - 13,487 = 153%  

• Actual – 72 = 160% 
– 60 in County  

• Actual – 25  

• Kms surveyed = 1,072.6 

• Volunteer Hours = 
16,800  
– or  8.9 years of Full Time 

Work Equivalent 



The Key Metric  

• Water Quality In Any 

Lake Below The 75% 

Minimum  Is Headed 

Down 

 



Results from the 60 County Lakes 
Target Minimum = 75% Natural Shoreline Cover   

• % of lakes not meeting the 75% minimum = 
92% 

• Average Natural % of 60 lakes = 46%  
– Regenerative = 28% 

– Ornamental = 25% 

• Lake at or above 75% = 5 or 8% 

• Properties needing renaturalization = 5,228 
– 939 Kms of shoreline ( or from where we are sitting to 

Chicago)  

 

 



Natural or Natural + Regenerative 

• The debate 

• Regenerative            Natural  

– Conversion Factor? 

• Age 

• Types of vegetation  

• Why we give info both ways 

– Natural number needed for lake health  

– Combined number needed for action plans  

 





What do we do next  
 

• Need to get to 75% plus 

• = 5,228 properties  
– Massive task 

– $ 25 Million  
• = Great biz opportunity  

• Obstacles  
1. Motivation 

2. Info 

3. Resources 

 



Obstacle # 2 = Information  

• # 1 question  

– What do I plant if ---------
------------- 

– What does that look like 

– How to plant  

– How do I care for it 

 



The Idea  

• Tool on web to answer 
the # 1 questions 
– Tool must exist 

somewhere – no  

– So use the expertise of 
Julia Sutton and the 
technical talents of 
Technicalities Plus to do 
it locally  

•  Started Aug 21st  2017  

• Launched May 6th  
 

 









Obstacle # 1 Motivation  
The 2018 Healthy Lakes Contest  

• Goals 
– Impart lake health info  

• KISS 
• Repeats   

– 3 x rule 

• Give folks an incentive to read 
• Fun  

– Support our community by supporting local media 
• Importance of having healthy local media 
•  people who consume local media more likely to support 

– Local biz 
– Local events  

 





Win Obi wan Kenobi 
• Dr Norman Yan - The 

top lake health expert 
in Canada  

– Will customize a 
presentation for your 
lake(s)  

– Speak at an event of 
your choice 2019  

 

 

• Do the best job 
promoting the contest 
around your lake 

• Send your program to 
Paul  

• Also 2nd & 3rd prizes  

 



 County & Municipal  Help? 

• Thanks for Shoreline Preservation by law  

• Will be approaching the Municipalities this 

winter  



In Summary  

• We now know where 
we stand 

• We clearly need to take 
action to protect our 
lakes, economy and way 
of life  

• The keys are 
1. Motivation 

2. Information & 

3. Resources 

• We have plans for 1 & 2  

• Action has started and 
will continue 

• This needs to be a 
community wide effort  

• We will be looking for 
support  

• We thank the County 
for their ongoing 
support  


